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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1 - 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 5, and 6 use the phrase "means for", but it Is modified by some 
structure, material, or acts recited in the claim. It is unclear whether the recited 
structure, material, or acts are sufficient for performing the claimed function which would 
preclude application of 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph, because although a means for 
performing a specified function is an acceptable definition of an element or 
subcombination of a combination and such a means shall be construed to cover 
corresponding structure and equivalents thereof, function must be specified and thus 
would be capable of a determination of structural equivalent thereof; structureless terms 
without a function specified therefor affords no basis forjudging whether a structure 
different from that disclosed by Applicant would be equivalent thereof. 

If applicant wishes to have the claim limitation treated under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, sixth 
paragraph, applicant is required to amend the claim so that the phrase "means for" or 
"step for" is clearly not modified by sufficient structure, material, or acts for performing 
the claimed function. 
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If applicant does not wish to have the claim limitation treated under 35 U.S.C. 
112, sixth paragraph, applicant is required to amend the claim so that it will clearly not 
be a means (or step) plus function limitation (e.g., deleting the phrase "means for" or 
"step for"). Claims 2-4 and 7 - 9 are necessarily rejected based upon their 
dependency on their respective base claims. 



Regarding claim 1 1 , "...each transmitter" (line 5) suggests a plurality of 
transmitters, but there is insufficient antecedent basis to support such. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 10 is allowed. The prior art of record fail to teach a method for transmitting 
geographic information by using a digital broadcasting network comprising, among other 
limitations, a) collecting real-time geographic information and real-time traffic 
information from a central/local geographic information collecting network; b) 
extracting/processing local geographic information and local traffic information from the 
collected geographic information/traffic information and outputting whole area 
information and geographic information/traffic information for a plurality of resolution 
levels; c) converting and transmitting the outputted geographic information/traffic 
information data outputted from the step b) in conformity to digital broadcast signals; d) 
multiplexing the geographic information/traffic information data transmitted in the step c) 
with local geographic information data; e) performing encryption during the multiplexing 
in the step d) so that whether to allow a user to use the information be determined 
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based on whether the user is a subscriber and what subscriber class the user belongs 
to; and f) transmitting the multiplexed geographic information/traffic information data to a 
corresponding region. 

Claims 1 , 5, 6 and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. As per attached Office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to A'onel Beaulieu/ whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon., Wed. & Thur. between 0900 
and 1600. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Yonel Beaulieu/ 
Yonel Beaulieu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 



